
Limulus 

 

Classification 

Phylum: Arthropoda 

 

Subphylum: Chelicerata 

Class: Xiphosura 

Order: Xiphosurida 

Family: Limulidae 

Genus: Limulus 

Species: polyphemus  

 

Habit and habitat 

Burrowing: They use a head-on shovelling action to burrow into the sand and mud for 

foraging and protection. 

Feeding: Limulus primarily feed on worms, small mollusks, and algae. Breeding: 

They come ashore during the spring and summer months, usually after sunset, to 

lay eggs in the sand 

Shallow coastal waters: Limulus prefers areas with sandy or muddy bottoms, where 

they can easily burrow. 

Characteristics 

1. It is commonly known as king-crab and is a marine arthropod found burrowing in sand 

along Atlantic coast. 

2. Body is comprised of an anterior cephalothorax or prosoma and a posterior- 

opisthosoma. 

3. Cephalothorax (prosoma) is broad, convex above and concave below and bears a 

pair of median and a pair of lateral eyes and three longitudinal ridges above. 

4. It also bears six pairs of non-locomotor limbs below around the mouth. All the legs, 

except the last pair, are chelate. 

5. The opisthosoma is divided into mesosoma, metasoma and telson and is movably 

articulated with prosoma (cephalothorax). 

6. The mesosoma is hexagonal, broad, comprises of six segments and bear 6 pairs of 

flattened and plate-like appendages. 

7. The first pair of appendage is united to form a genital operculum, whereas the 

remaining five pairs bear book-gills or book-lungs for respiration on their 

exopodites. 

8. The metasoma is small, unsegemented and vestigial and lies behind the mesosoma and 

in front of a long and tapering telson. 

9. Malpighian tubules absent and excretion through coxal glands. 

10. It is regarded as a living fossil and feeds on worms and bivalved molluscs. 

11. Development through trilobite larva. 

For Further details link 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=5e55e5ee976bdccc&sxsrf=AE3TifP1HnVvaV29dmZSTNrHVRsV27kjuA%3A1755757108616&q=Xiphosurida&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjXnJX2oJuPAxWGcWwGHUkUI3IQxccNegUIiQEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfBqoNPX_rGNnyh8RhhaskV2-GIhQwxd91KG1yee4eZVScxPDtjTc1VSnEa2xt2UUqUkT-TYq_4qD5Qe98EVbno0oI5jLP5rr39fYL_Wz50tWXY0YBy010zS0X5-WgYvesAbtjhhBv7V2rwsb6mV91l5_161QPpN2nnIxq7YhERTqWTDenC_9JSSsgdn6wkNAuAM50oqEm8unF_wxPgaZxxE9EiRT7vWq-dPgFcm9WB6_EJAo4Nc7mKWR_nNWcro3vRR9mnDWEadqqbes75rrW4O&csui=3
https://www.biologydiscussion.com/zoology/practicals/structure-of-king-crab-limulus-with-diagram-zoology/60569
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